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would be very loath myself to ruin a poor girl, because I did not like her; but I do think, as you say. niece, we mistresses are too backward to be free with one another in such cases.
Sec. Niece. It would not only answer the end, madam, as to the law part; but it would bring servants back to be servants again, as they used to be, and as they ought to be ; for really they can hardly be called servants now.
Fir. Niece, I wish it was with us, in case of our maids, as it is with the gentlemen in the case of their men-servants, viz., that we should be obliged to give certificates to our maids when they went away.
Sec. Niece. Why even then the case would be the same ; for if the form of the certificate was not settled too by the act of parliament, we should sign anything they desired us.
Fir. Niece. Nay, sister, that would be our faults.
Aunt. Why so it is our faults now, child, if we give them wrong characters.
Fir. Niece. I do not say we should give wrong characters ; but I should be loath to say the utmost of a poor servant, and so prejudice everybody against her: perhaps what she did amiss with me, she might mend with another, and perhaps what might not please me, another might bear with.
Sec. Niece. I will put an end to all that immediately, sister : I do not mean that I should enter into a long accusation of a servant, and give the history of her life, or that I would blast her for trifles, or give her an ill name for not suiting exactly to my temper: but I speak in capital, essential articles, such as denominate a wench a good or bad servant; and I'll tell you a case, when I went to a lady my-